Clearing the Temple
During Passover every Jewish male was expected to travel to Jerusalem to make a sacrifice
and pay the Temple tax.
When the people brought their sacrifice to God at the temple, they were told that their
animal wasn’t good enough. Then they would have to buy a different animal that cost much
more than it was worth.
The people saved to give the best they had, and then they were told that it wasn’t good
enough… it wasn’t the right kind to offer to God…it wasn’t enough.
God’s house was a place of worship, but it had been turned into an expensive shopping mall.
Do you ever picture Jesus angry?
Do you ever imagine Him frustrated?
Sad? Mad? Explosive?
Well Jesus got mad!
He knew that people were being left out of the Passover celebration.
Passover was designed to worship God & point people to Jesus, the Messiah.
But moneychangers had turned the Temple into a market place.
People were not allowed to worship because of the trade..
Not able to pray because of the noise…
Money and power had become more important than prayer and worship.
Money had become more important than the people.
Money had become more important than God.

Pick up a coin…hold it in your hand.
How do the things you like to have and the things you like to do get in the way
of worshiping or spending time with God?

Ask Jesus to clear these away…
In what ways have you acted or treated other people that might keep others from
wanting to come to church with you?

Pick up another coin…hold it in your hand…
Who are we keeping out of our churches?
Ask God to show you.
Ask God to help you be more accepting …
Ask Jesus to forgive you for leaving people out.

Take one coin home to remind you
to pray for those we have left out
and to clean the temple of your heart
to make room for Jesus.

THE NAMES OF GOD
Jesus called God, “Abba, Father” (Mark 14:36). That’s like calling God, “Daddy.”
It is a personal, familiar name.
The Bible calls God by many names.
What names do you call Him?
It was Jesus’ custom to spend time with God worshiping and praying (Luke 22:39). So let’s
spend some time together worshipping God. Think about the many names of God and Jesus.
What is your favorite name for God?
Pick one person to be your writer.
Take turns praying this simple prayer out loud:
“Dear ___________, you are so great, and I praise you. Amen.”
The writer will write the name of God on the mirror. Don’t worry about repeating names
– just write them again or underline the word. Leave your list of names on the mirror
when you leave.
Write your favorite name for God on a nametag to take with you. Hang it somewhere
you’ll see it regularly.

JESUS ANOINTED
Think about the most valuable & priceless thing you own.
It might be something you bought for yourself or something someone gave you.
It might be something you do really well.
Are you willing to give up your most valuable, precious thing in order to honor Jesus?
Read John 12:1-8 together.
Mary gave her most expensive possession – the thing with the most value she gave to Jesus.
What do you think motivated Mary?
Why did she do it?
This woman gave out of love.
She gave out of her thankfulness.
She gave out of her need to honor Jesus.
Take a perfumed purple cloth. Hold it close enough to smell it.

Close your eyes and imagine the woman pouring perfume over Jesus.
How do you think it made Jesus feel?

What is your most treasured possession?
What would you be most upset about if it was destroyed or stolen?
What would make you cry if it were suddenly taken from you?
Draw a picture of the one thing you treasure more than anything else.
Share what you drew with your family.
The woman gave an expensive, precious, personal treasure.
But Jesus’ gift to all of us was even more valuable.
Jesus’ gift is even greater than the treasure you have drawn.

Discuss as a family:
How might you give your treasure to Jesus to honor Him?
To show him how much you love Him?
To show Him how thankful you are for His gift?
Leave your treasure at the cross as a commitment to
treasure Jesus above our own treasures.

Pray:
“I give you my treasure. Help me not get caught up in the things I have, because I
want You to always be my most precious treasure.”

In the Garden
At the end of the Passover,
Jesus took His disciples to the Mount of Olives to pray.
The Mount of Olives was a place with lots of Olive Trees.
In an olive grove, you would find a gat shemen, or an olive press, like the one pictured below.

Olives would be added to the baskets on the right. Then the pole would crush the baskets
with extreme force. The first bit of olive oil that comes out is called “virgin oil”
– It was the most sacred oil.
Read Luke 22:41-44.
In the Garden, Jesus knew what would happen next – that He would be arrested &
killed. He was so overwhelmed with the scariness of His death that His sweat comes out
like blood and becomes His first sacrifice for us.
like the most sacred olive oil.

Even though Jesus knew what suffering He was about to endure,
He not only took time to pray for the strength to die for us,
but He also prayed for His disciples and for all believers,
because of His great love for you and for me. (John 17)
Jesus was willing to suffer & die on a cross because He loves us so much.
Share about a time when God asked you to do something
painful & difficult for someone else.
What does it mean for us to experience suffering?
Look at the photos of others suffering.
What do you see? How do you think they are suffering?
Are you willing to suffer with others? For others? What would that look like?
Take a rock.
On your rock write the name of someone who is suffering.
Find a place outside or in the Garden Chapel to
pray for those who suffer around the world.
Pray for those in your home or in your neighborhood who are suffering today.
Pray for the person written on your rock.
Ask the Lord to show you ways you can suffer with and for others.
Take the rock home as a reminder to pray for those who are suffering this week.

Servant Love
“…Jesus knew that the time had come for Him to leave this world and go to the Father.
Having loved His own who were in the world,
He now showed them the full extent of His love…
…so [Jesus] got up from the meal, took off His outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around
His waist. After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash His disciples’ feet,
drying them with the towel that was wrapped around Him.”
John 13:1-5
How does that make you feel knowing that Jesus chose to do the
nastiest, dirtiest job for those that He loved?
Even for the disciple who would betray Him and for the one who would deny Him.
Touch the water in the bowl and think about Jesus washing your feet.
Imagine yourself in the room with Jesus.
Who are you sitting with?
What are you thinking as Jesus serves you?
What are you thinking as Jesus washes your feet?
Do you want Him to do it?
Are you embarrassed?
Do you wish He would hurry up…or slow down?
Do you feel clean,
or do you feel dirty?

Take turns washing each other’s feet.
As you wash each other’s feet,
share how you will choose to show servant love
to each person in your family this week.
Jesus said if you want to be first in the Kingdom you must be servant to all.
Every time you wash your feet this week,
think about how God can use you to serve others.
And remember the commitment you made to
your family today to show servant love to one another.

Please throw away your used paper towels &
leave fresh, clean water in the bowl for the next family.

The Last Supper
*Communion has been blessed by a Pastor.*

Jesus celebrated Passover with His apostles.
It was a meal remembering God’s deliverance of Israel from slavery in Egypt.
It reminded Israel about the night the Angel of Death passed over the homes with blood
smeared on their doorposts – Blood from a perfect lamb.
Only through the blood of the lamb was a family saved.
On this night, the night of the Last Passover Supper, Jesus was preparing the apostles
for what was coming. He was telling them the prophecy of the Passover Lamb was finally
being fulfilled.
Because Jesus is the perfect Lamb that offered His body and blood
as final payment for all sin.
When we partake in Communion, we are reminded of the last time Jesus ate with His
friends before He died on the cross. We remember and are thankful for His sacrifice,
the Perfect Lamb slain for us. He told us to keep sharing this meal.
It’s Jesus’ way of saying,
“Don’t forget me. Remember what I went through for you.
This is how much I love you.
Now I’ll be with you when you are hungry. Tired. Scared. Lonely.
I am with you always.”
Jesus gave Himself for us. He paid the price for our sins so
that we may be free with God again…
…and then He conquered death.
How does this make you feel?

Take time with your family to honor His sacrifice.
(Communion has been blessed by a Pastor.)
Take a piece of bread.
This is Jesus’ body, which was broken for you.
Remember that Jesus knew pain and He will comfort you.
Now dip the bread in the juice.
This is Jesus’ blood, which was poured out for you.
Remember that Jesus poured out His life to bring peace to the hearts of
those who believe in Him.
Say to each other,
“The Peace of Jesus be with you” and eat the bread.
Take a moment to pray together.
Thank Jesus and always remember His sacrifice.

